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Elements Explanation Original Poem Your Poem 
List Poems A form of poetry that list 

words or phrases. 
Should I dig a hole? 
Shall I make it deep? 
Shall I make it steep? 
Shall I make it wide? 
Shall I make straight? 
Shall I fill it up? 
Shall I lead it hide? 

Create your own poem. 
Possible topics: 
Things I wonder… 
The best thing about___ 
Why I love___ (chocolate, baseball, my dog) 
Things that make me ____ (Happy, sad, angry) 
Ten reasons to ___ 

Opposite 
Poems 

Poems formed with 
opposites. 
The opposite of tall is short…  
or 
I like…   I hate…. 
Or 
I feel ___ when ___ 
I feel ___ when ___ 

The opposite of dark is light 
 The opposite of black is white 
The opposite of dull is bright 

And I eat chocolate cake at night. 
 

One day I will  swim, 
I will never fly. 
My favorite foods are rice and beans 
I’ll never eat  spicy food 
  
I feel sad when I cry, 
I feel happy when l laughs. 
I feel safe when I’m at home, 
I feel scared when I watch scary movies. 

Create your own poem. 
The opposite of ____ is ____ 
The opposite of _____is ____ 
The opposite of _____is ____ 
And I ______________. 
 
One day I will  ______ 
I will never _________ 
My favorite foods are ____ 
I’ll never eat ____ 
 
I feel sad when _____ 
I feel happy when ______ 
I feel safe when ____ 
I feel scared when ____

Poems for 2 
Voices 

Poems that have been 
arranged for two readers or 
groups of readers. 

Winter                  Spring 
Summer                Fall, 
I love season 
I love them all       I love them all. 

Create your own poem. 
_______     ______ 
_______ 
_______     ______ 
_______     
  

Bilingual 
Poem 

Poems with words, phrases or 
sentences in more than one 
language. 

Mama takes down 
      the large frame 
      with all my tios and tias 
      and all of 
               the babies 
               the weddings 
               bailables 
               bautismos…            J. Medina 
 

Create your own poem. 
 

Write some lines in English and some lines, 
phrases or words in another language. 
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Elements Explanation Original Poem Your Poem 
Limerick A light, humorous poem of 

5 lines with the rhyme 
scheme of AABBA 

There once was a girl named  Peg 
Who accidentally broke her leg. 
She slipped on the ice. 
Not once, but thrice 
Take no pity on her, I did it with an egg. 

 

There once was a ____ named ____ 
Who accidentally broke her/his _______. 
She/he slipped on the ______. 
Not once, but thrice 
Take no pity on her/him, I __________. 

 
Bio Poem Poem with 9 -11 lines 

describing a character. Have 
to follow a “formula”.  

Margarita 
Is smart, tall, organized 
Loves puppies, kittens, family 
Is good at reading, swimming, singing 
Feels perky, tired, frustrated 
Needs clothes, money, food 
Wants beads, books, money 
Fears ants, creepy clowns, bugs 
Likes to eat pizza, pancakes, rice 
Watches American Idols, Dancing with the Stars, 
ER 
Is a resident of Holyoke, MA 

First Name ___________ 
Is ____, _____,___  (3 traits that describe you) 
Love___, __, __ (3 people/things that you love) 
Is Good at __, __, _ (3 things that you do well) 
Feels  ___,___,____(3 things that you feel) 
Needs ____, ___, ___(3 things that you need) 
Wants ____,____,___(3 things that you want) 
Fears _____, ___, ___ (3 things that you fear) 
Likes to eat ___ , ____, ___ (3 foods you like) 
Watches _____, ___, __ (3 TV shows/movies 
you like) 
Is a resident of  __, ___ (City, State where you 
live)

Narrative 
Poems 

Poem that tell a story or 
sequence of events. 

Jane Yolan is the award-winning author of more 
than two hundred books for children and young 
adult. She lives in Hatfield, Massachusetts. 
 
Jane Yolan, 
Award-winning author of 
         TWO      HUNDRED       BOOKS 
Lives  In…     Massachusetts! 
 

Create your own poem. Remember to use 
graphic elements to enhance your poem. 
 
Look at your science, math or social studies 
books. Take a paragraph that tells a story 
or sequence of events. Look and chose 
words that will be good for your poem. 

Free Verse Poetry that doesn't rhyme 
but has a set meter and 
rhythm.  

 

I’d Like to Be 
 
I like to be  
A kangaroo 
And have a pocket 
Made of me.              M.A. Hoberman 

 

Create your own poems. Remember to use 
graphic elements to enhance your poems. 
 

THIS IS THE TIME TO BE CREATIVE! 
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Name: __________________________________ Date: _______________ Grade: _____ 
 
Poets often appeal to our senses of sight, hearing, taste, touch and smell. Find examples of words, phrases 
or lines that appeal to our senses. 
 

Sense Example 
Sight 

          

 

Hearing 

              

 

Taste 

         
 

 

Touch 

 

 

Smell 
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Name: __________________________________ Date: _______________ Grade: _____ 
 

 Color Poem Templates  
 

    
 
 (selected color)
(selected color) is .... 
 (selected color) is .... 
 (selected color) is .... 
 (selected color) is ....  
(selected color) tastes like ....  
(selected color) smells like ....  
(selected color) sounds like .... 
 (selected color) feels like .... 
 (selected color) looks like ....  
(selected color) makes me ....  
(selected color) is ... 
 
 
 

Green is .... the color of spring.  
Green is .... renewal.  
Green is .... the color of envy.  
Green is .... a new crayon.  
Green tastes like .... a crisp apple.  
Green smells like .... fresh cut 
grass.  
 
Green sounds like .... a croaking 
frog.  
Green feels like .... soft, velvety 
moss.  
Green looks like .... shiny emeralds.  
Green makes me .... go.  
Green is .... my favorite color. 

 
 ____________ 
__________ is .... 
__________ is .... 
__________ is .... 
__________ is ....  
___________tastes like ....  
___________ smells like ....  
___________ sounds like .... 
 ___________ feels like .... 
 ___________ looks like ....  
____________ makes me ....  
___________ is .... 
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Name: ____________________________ Date: _________ Grade: ___ Period: ___ 
 

Sense Poetry 
Are you happy today? Great! Your sense poem theme or topic is Happiness! Add your ideas to the chart below. 
 

 
 

 

Looks like 
_______________________
_______________________

_________ 

Taste like 
_______________________
_______________________

__________ 

Your Poem 

Smell like 
_______________________
_______________________

______ 

Feels like 
_______________________
_______________________

______________ 

Sounds like a______ 
________________ 
_______________ 

 
 

HAPPINESS 
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Name: __________________________________ Date: _______________ Grade: _____ 
Poetic Elements 

 
After reading several poems identify the following poetic elements: _________________,  
 
____________________ and ______________________. 
 
                                                                               Poetic Elements 
Poems    
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 

   

Directions: Use poetic elements to write a short poem about animals. Ask a partner to identify examples of 
_______________, ____________________, and _____________________. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name: __________________________________ Date: _______________ Grade: _____ 
How Are They Alike? 

 
Read the poem. Underline the similes. Remember that simile uses like or as to compare two things. 
Then complete the chart. 
 
Willow and Ginkgo 
Eve Merriam 
 
The willow is like an etching, 
Fine-lined against the sky. 
The ginkgo is like a crude sketch, 
As hardly worthy to be signed. 
The willow’s music is like a soprano, 
Delicate and thin. 
The ginkgo’s tune is like a chorus 
With everyone joining in. 
 
 
 

A Rumble 
V. Schonborg 
 
They roar 
Out of the river tunnel 
Into the streaming streets. 
A rumble of trucks 
Streaks through the city, 
As strong as a pride of lions, 
As long 
As a gaggle of geese. 
 

Simile How one thing is like another? 
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Name: __________________________________ Date: _______________ Grade: _____ 
How Are They Alike? 

 
Read the poem. Underline the metaphors. Remember that metaphors do not use like or as to compare two 
things. 
Then complete the chart. 

 
Night Sky 
     
Her moon is a lantern  
Swinging from east to west, 
 
Her children are stars, 
Twinkling across the sky, 
 
Her cloud are comforters 
To shelter the little ones, 
 
Her breeze is a lullaby 
From a mother’s heart. 

      
 
 

Work with a partner. Finish the metaphors. 
Object Similar Object Metaphor 
Crocodile Canoe The crocodile was a canoe sailing on the water. 
Palm trees Soldiers  
grass carpet  
 

 
 
 

Metaphor How one thing is like another 
Moon is a lantern 

 
The moon shines like a lantern 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Night is 
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Name: __________________________________ Date: _______________ Grade: _____ 
 

Rhyme 
 
Follow the steps to write a rhyming poem about something in nature. Remember that in rhyme the ending of words are 
alike in sound. When the last words of lines rhyme is called end rhyme. When words inside lines rhyme, it is called 
internal rhyme. End rhyme: Little Miss Muffet /Sat on a tuffet; Internal rhyme: Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall 
 

Steps Example My work 
Choose a title. 
List words and details that 
describe it. 

My Cat 
 Tribilina 
Small 
purred a lot 
 black and white. 
 fights with  other cats. 
 

 

Turn the words and details 
into phrases and sentences. 

My Cat 
Her name is Tribilina 
She is a small cat 
Her colors are black and white  
She  purred a lot  
She fights with the other cats. 
 

 

Arrange the lines in logical 
order. Underline the last 
words in each sentence 

 Tribilina 
Small black and white cat            (A) 
She purred a lot to say “hello”      (B) 
Likes to fight with other cats        (A) 

 

Brainstorm rhyming words to 
match your last words. 

Small black and white cat            (A) 
She purred a lot to say “hello”      (B) 
Likes to fight with other cats        (A) 
                ?? rhyme with hello??  Jell-o, fellow. meadow, yellow 
 

 

Read your poem. Tribilina 
My cat                                            (A) 
Small ,black and white                     (B) 
purred to say “hello”                        (C) 
Likes to fight with other cats             (A) 
But never with the gorgeous fellow    (C) 
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Name: __________________________________ Date: _______________ Grade: _____ 
 

Observations for Details 
 
Poems can be found everywhere. Look at the picture. What do you see, hear, smell, taste? Did you notice the 
details, the color, the textures and the sensation?  Complete the chart below. Then write your own poem. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Choose a title. 
List words and 
details that 
describe the 
picture. 

 
 
 

Turn the words 
and details into 
phrases and 
sentences. 

 
 
 
 
 

Arrange the lines 
in logical order. 
Underline the last 
words in each 
sentence 

 
 
 
 

Brainstorm 
rhyming words to 
match your last 
words. 

 
 
 
 

Read your poem.  
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Name: __________________________________ Date: _______________ Grade: _____ 
 

Write your own version of the poem: Pretty Parrot 
 
         Pretty Parrot                                                            ____________________ 
 
I think I am a handsome fellow.                         _____________________________________ 
   Look at my feathers of red,                              ___________________________________ 
      Green, and yellow                                                  ________________________ 
 
             I can fly,                                                     ____________________________ 
         High in the sky.                                               ____________________________ 
 
          I can squaewk.                                               ____________________________ 
         I can even walk.                                              ____________________________ 
 
        What about you?                                              ____________________________ 
        What can you do                                              ____________________________ 
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Name: __________________________________ Date: _______________ Grade: _____ 
 

Using Color to Show Moods 
1. Read the poem “Miguel en el Norte”. Think about the different moods the poet expresses in the poem. 
2. In the box below make a key for colors that express different moods to you. 
3. Use colored pencil or markers to underline each part of the poem with the color of the mood that you feel. 
4. Discuss with a partner what you think are the moods of this poem. 
  

Color Mood 
  
  
  

 
Miguel en el Norte, by Jorge Arqueta 
 
In El Salvador 
Miguel’s life 
Was one of mangos, guayabas, and nizpero, 
Starry nights,  
rivers filled with nets,  
and green meadow 
to run through with joy. 
 
But one day Miguel 
Was forced to leave 
His country. 
He fled North, 
Where everything is cold and foggy, 
And they speak English. 
 

But Miguel doesn’t speak  
any English. 
He can say 
Hi, yes, bye, and no, 
But that’s about it. 
 
Miguel is sad. 
He yearns for 
The mango trees, 
The guayabas, 
The nizperos, 
And the green meadows 
To run through with joy. 
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Name: __________________________________ Date: _______________ Grade: _____ 
 

Alliteration Fun 
Practice writing your own tongue twisters. Follow the pattern used in the first tongue twister: The dirty dog had daisies 
for dinner. 
 
Line 1: Statement                       The dirty dog ate daises for dinner. 
Line 2: Is it true?                        Did the dirty dog eat daisies for dinner? 
Line 3: If                                    If the dirty dog ate daisies for dinner, 
Line 4: Where                             Where are the daisies the dirty dog ate? 
 
1. The crazy cat called a cab. 
Line 1: 
 
Line 2: 
 
Line 3: 
 
Line 4: 
 
2. Falcon fly famously. 
 
Line 1: 
 
Line 2: 
 
Line 3: 
 
Line 4: 
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Name: __________________________________ Date: _______________ Grade: _____ 

Personification 

Personification happens when a writer describes an object as it were a person. Look down. Have you ever tried to think 
with your feet? Imagine that you are a pair of filp -flop. Finish each statement. Use as many descriptive words as you 
can. The sillier you are, the funnier your poem will be. 

                                                                      

1. Where would you live?  ________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you eat? __________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What kind of work would you do? Where? _________________________________________________________ 

4. What would you do in your free time? _____________________________________________________________ 

5. When will you feel happy? _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Write your poem                If I were a pair of flip flop…. 

    
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Poetry 
ELD I  

 

 86

Name: __________________________________ Date: _______________ Grade: _____ 

SOUND! 

Read the poem. Look at the underlined examples of onomatopoeia. What noises do they sound like? Remember that 
onomatopoeia is using words that imitate the sound of the things they describe. 

Sounds Like Silverstein and Seuss  By P.Edwards 

 
Some poets love to zap us with sounds.    Their dogs don’t bark;                 can’t people just sneeze?         With plops of noise 
Their characters never just drink              they always woof or yap!             Must everyone kerchoo?          Buzz! 
They have to slurp                                 when the flu is going around,       some people like to whack us    roar!  

 

1. zap: ____________________     4. yap:______________________    7. Plops: _____________________ 

2. slurp: ___________________     5. Kerchoo: __________________    8. Buzz: _____________________ 

3. woof: ___________________     6. Whack: ___________________     9. Roar: _____________________ 

 

Work with a partner. What noise does each word sound like? Use onomatopoeia in a sentence. 

Onomatopoeia Sounds Like Sentence 

Beep   

Click   

Crunch   

Howl   

Thump   
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Name: __________________________________ Date: _______________ Grade: _____ 

Cinquain Poem 

The cinquain is a form of poetry which consists of 5 lines. Use the following patter to create your poem. 

                      Noun                                                                        Woods 

             Adjectives, adjective                                                   Magical, mysterious 

  Verb + ing, verb + ing, verb + ing                                Terrifying, intriguing, tantalizing 

       Four word free statement                                                     Hub of the wheel 

Synonym or equivalent for the topic                                                   Forest 

 

 

                    Noun                                                             ____________________ 

             Adjectives, adjective                                   _________________,___________________         

  Verb + ing, verb + ing, verb + ing         ________________,___________________, ________________                        

       Four word free statement                  ______________, ____________, ____________, ______________                                

Synonym or equivalent for the topic                                               ________________ 
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Add to the list as you come with more Descriptive Words (Cognates) 
 

How It Looks How it Feels How it Smell How it Sounds How it Taste 
Beautiful Bumpy Fragrant (fragante) Blaring              splash Bitter 
Dark Dry Fresh (fresco) Crisp                 boom Delicious (delicioso) 
Fluffy Hard Rotten Crunchy             tick-tock Fresh (fresco) 
Gloomy Hot Musty Loud                  waa Salty (salado) 
Red Rough sweet Noisy                 r-r-ring Sour 
Round Slimy damp Quiet (quieto) Spicy 
Shiny Smooth roasting Soft Sweet 
Tiny Soft  giggle tangy 
Spectacular  espectacular) Splendid  (esplendido)  noisy  
 Relaxed   (relajado)  buzz  
 chilly  oink  
     
     
Color Word Size Words Feeling Words Shape Words How Many 
Red Small Afraid Circle  (circulo) Pair 
Pink Medium Bared Circular   (circular) Couple 
Crimson Large Sad Round Few 
Purple (purpura) Huge Angry Square Several 
Lavender  (lavanda) Enormous (enorme) Happy Rectangle  (rectangulo) Some 
Blue Gigantic (gigantesco) Puzzled Rectangular (rectangular) A lot 
Turquoise (turquesa) Colossal (colossal) Surprise  (sorprendido) Triangular (triangular) many 
Royal blue  fearless Star-like all 
Green   Oval (ovalo)  
Lime green     
Yellow     
Gold     
Gray (gris)     
Tan     
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 Words – Words—Words    
Make Your Own List            

 
Number Word Time Seasons When? Antonyms 

   Before  
   daily  
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

 

People Places Things Other: Other:
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 As you read poems add to the list your favorite words, phrases, and lines.  
 

Amazing  Word Amazing Word Amazing Phrases and Lines
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COGNATES 

As you go through the unit try to find cognates and add to the chart.     
 
A 
Acrostic-acróstico 
 
 
 

B 
 

C 
 

D 
Diamond-diamante 

E F 
 

G 
 
 
 
 

H 
Hyperbole-hiperbole 

I 
Imagine- imagina 

 

J K L 
Line-linea 

 

M 
 
 
 
 
 

N O 
Onomatopoeia- 
onomatopeya 
 

P 
Poems-poemas 

Q R 
Rhyme-rima 

S 
Stanza- estanza 
 
 
 

T U V-W 
Verse-verso 

X-Z  
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         Rhyming Words                               
The last words of lines of poems do not have to sound alike, but many do. Create your list of rhyming words to use when 
you write rhyming poetry. 

 
Night Kite, light, white Here  Wing  
Dish  Store  Run  
Toy  Old  See  
Catch  Turn  Blow  
Kiss  Mist  Team  
Punk  Hen  Curl  
Peek  Know  Love  
Rain  Pin  Cat  
Care  Man  Wall  
Lock  Green  Pink  
Gate  Right  Land  
Sack  Jar  Leaves  
Blue  Roll  Grass  
Day  Made  Me  
Eye  Nap  Sound  
End  Pine  Stones  
Book  Room  Cliffs  
Lime  Sail  Ooze  
Fix  Bone  Fly  
Dog  Taught  Leg  
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Name: ________________________ Date: ___________ Grade: ____ Period: ___ 
 

Synonyms 

A synonym is a word that has the same or almost the same meaning as another word.  Add other synonyms to the list.  
Word Synonym 

Afraid Frightened, scared, terrified 
Bad Mean, awful, rotten 
Big Large, huge, colossal 
Brave Courageous, fearless, heroic 
Cold Chilly, frosty, freezing 
Cry Weep, sob, wail 
Eat Nibble on, consume, devour 
Go Run, hurry, scramble 
Good Fine, wonderful, spectacular 
Happy Glad, cheerful, thrilled 
Laugh Smile, giggle, chuckle 
Like Appreciate, admire, cherish 
Little Small, tiny, miniature 
Mad Annoyed, irritated, angry 
Noisy Loud, booming, thunderous 
Pretty Attractive, lovely, gorgeous 
Quiet Still, tranquil, soundless 
Sad Unhappy, down, gloomy 
Strong Tough, powerful, mighty 
Talk Shouting, whispering, responded 
Ugly Unattractive, disgusting, unappealing 
Warm Hot, roasting, boiling 
Wet Damp, soggy, drench 
Worried Concern, upset, anxious 
Cold Chilly, frosty, freezing 
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                                                          Reflection 
Having listened to, read and written poems, reflect on how you feel as a poet and your poetry collection.   

What is a reflection? A reflection is the ideas I have, my observations, and my thinking about a topic. 
 
Questions that help 
 me with my refection  

My Answer My Draft 

How do I feel as a poet? 
 

I feel fine now but I was scared at 
the beginning. 

    At the beginning of the unit I 
felt scared because I did not 
know how to write poems. Now I 
feel great knowing that I can 
write poems.  
 
   I had fun writing some of the 
poems, like the Bio and Acrostic 
poems. I learned that poems are 
everywhere and some are funny. 
 
   I am very proud of my 
collection. It was hard work! 

What was hard to do? 
 

It was hard to find the right words. 

What was easy to do? 
 

When I did the Bio and acrostic 
poems. 

Which poem is my 
favorite? Why? 

Tribilina, because it talk about my 
cat. 

Which is my favorite part 
of one of my poem? 

Saaapa, sapa tun! Because I 
created the words. 

What do I think about 
the illustrations? 

Sometimes it was easy to draw 
what was in the poems. 

What did I learned? 
 

That a poem is everywhere and 
some are funny. 

How to I feel about my 
Poetry Collection? Why? 
 

I am very proud of my collection. It 
was hard work! 

 
 
 



Poetry 
ELD I  

 

 95

Name: ________________________ Date: ___________ Grade: ____ Period: ___ 
 
                                                          Reflection 
Having listened to, read and written poems, reflect on how you feel as a poet and your poetry collection.   

What is a reflection? A reflection is the ideas I have, my observations, and my thinking about a topic. 
 
Questions that help 
 me with my refection  

My Answer My Draft 

How do I feel as a poet? 
 

 
 
 

 

What was hard to do? 
 

 
 
 

What was easy to do? 
 

 
 

Which poem is my favorite? 
Why? 
 

 
 
 

Which is my favorite part of 
one of my poem? 
 

 
 
 

What do I think about the 
illustrations? 
 

 
 
 

What did I learned? 
 

 
 

How to I feel about my 
Poetry Collection? Why? 
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MINIMAL REQUIREMENTS FOR POETRY COLLECTION 
 

My Poetry Collection 
Requirements:                                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
                             
 
 
 
                                                               
 
                                           
                         
      
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Cover page with title, author, 
date, grade, school, illustration 

*Introduction with 1­2 
paragraphs self reflection about 
you as a poet and your collection.  

*Dedication 

*Table of Content 

*At least five (5) to seven (7) 
poems 

 **Graphic Elements 
 **Sensory Details/Poems 
 **Rhythm and Repetition 
 *.*Sound Patterns (rhyme, onomatopoeia,           
alliteration) 
 **Figurative Language (simile, metaphor, 
personification, hyperbole) 
 **Shape/Concrete Poem 
 ** Your favorite poem 
 
*Illustrations 
 

Cover Page 
 Title of the collection, your name, date, grade, 
school and an illustration should be on that page. 
Sample:  

      
                      By Anabel Rodriguez 

Grade 7 
Lawrence School 

April 2009 
 

 

Titles for poems are especially powerful 
because poems are very compact. Think 
about the images and sounds you want the 
reader to get from your poems as well as 
your collection of poems. Sometimes author 
used one of the titles of a poem as the title 
for their collection or book. 
 
Samples for Collection: 
Fathers, Mothers, Sisters, Brothers A Collection of 
Family Poems  
Doodle Dandies: Poems That Take Shape  
Lunch Money and Other Poems about School 
A Light in the Attic 
Samples for Poems: 
Bear in There 
Snap! 
Winter 
Book Report 
Amanda 

 Dedication is short message or words 
you dedicate to someone or something. You 
can dedicate it to family, friends or someone 
you care for. 
 
Sample: 
For Ann Tobias… and for the Appalachian 
Balled Company. 
For Jose and Maria, who loves books  
For Maria, David, Mateo and Abuela Gloria 

Table of Content is in the front of a book. It 
will tell the page number of the poem. 
 
Sample: 
Little Song……………....9 
Getting Dirty …………. 10 
What Johnny Told Me…11 

Self reflection is a 1-2 paragraphs 
where you reflect on your role as a poet 
and how you feel about your poetry 
collection. 
 
Sample    At the beginning of the unit I felt 
scared because I did not know how to write 
poems. Now I feel great knowing that I can 
write poems. 
   I had fun writing some of the poems, like 
the Bio and Acrostic poems. I learned that 
poem is everywhere and some are funny. 
     I am very proud of my collection. It was 
hard work! 
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Langston Hughes 
 
A well-known African 
American poet was born in 
Missouri and traveled a 
great deal. He is perhaps 
best known for his poems 
about the lives of African 
Americans in the Harlem, 
in New York City. His 
poems reflect the rhythms 
of African American 
speech and music, 
especially jazz. 
 
Dreams 
 
Hold fast to dreams  
For if dreams die 
Life is a broken-winged 
bird 
That cannot fly. 
 
Hold fast to dreams 
For when dreams go 
Life is a barren field 
Covered with snow. 
 
 
 

 
Williams Carlos Williams 
 
He is the son of an English 
father and a Puerto Rican 
mother, was a medical 
doctor as well as a writer of 
poetry, novels and plays. 
His writing reflects the life 
experiences and everyday 
language of the people he 
knew. 
 
This Is Just To 
Say  

  

I have eaten 
the plums 
that were in 
the icebox 
 
and which 
you were probably 
saving 
for breakfast 
 
Forgive me 
they were delicious 
so sweet 
and so cold 

 

 
 
  
 

 

 
 
Emily Dickinson 
 
Emily was born in Amherst, 
Massachusetts, in 1830.  
Dickinson was extremely prolific 
as a poet. Upon her death, 
Dickinson's family discovered 
more than 800 of her poems. She 
died in Amherst in 1886. 
 
Bee, I’m expecting You!  
 
Bee, I’m expecting you! 
Was saying yesterday 
To someone you know 
That you were due… 
 
You’ll get my letter by 
The seventeenth; reply, 
Or better, be with me. 
     Yours, 
          Fly. 
 
 
 

 
Shel Silverstein 
 
Is the author-artist of many 
books of prose and poetry. 
He was a cartoonist, play 
writer, poet, performer, and 
recording artist. He also is a 
Grammy-winning, Oscar-
nominated songwriter. 
 
Books: 
The Giving Tree 
A Light in the Attic 
The Missing Piece 
Where the Sidewalk Ends 

 
 
It's Dark in Here 
  

 
 

I am writing these poems 
From inside a lion, 
And it's rather dark in here. 
So please excuse the handwriting
Which may not be too clear. 
But this afternoon  
by the lion's cage 
I'm afraid I got too near. 
And I'm writing these lines 
From inside a lion, 
And it's rather dark in here. 
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Alma Flor Ada 

 
 
Knowing 
two 
languages 
has made 
the world 
richer for 
me.  I 
believe 

that all children should be 
given the opportunity of 
learning two or more 
languages when they are 
young and can do so 
easily.  For that reason I am 
delighted that most of my 
books are published both in 
English and in Spanish. 
 
Thanks 
 
Wind and sky,  
rain and sun, 
cloud and shade, 
field and flower. 
Thank you, Earth, 
For all your delicious 
fruits. 
 
 

 
Jack Prelutsky 

 
 

 Next

I was born on September 
8, 1940, in Brooklyn, New 
York. I grew up in the 
Bronx in a working-class 
neighborhood made up of 
Jewish, Irish, and Italian 
families. My father, mother, 
younger brother, and I lived 
in a six-story apartment 
house where everyone 
knew everyone else, just 
like a small town. 

Kitty Caught a Caterpillar 

Kitty caught a caterpillar; 
Kitty caught a snail, 
Kitty caught a turtle 
By its turtle tail, 
Kitty caught a cricket 
With a sticky bit of thread, 
She tried to catch a 
bumblebee 
The bee caught her 
instead. 
 

 
Gary Soto 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gary Soto, born April 12, 1952, 
was raised in Fresno, California. 
He is the author of eleven poetry 
collections for adults, most  
notably New and Selected Poems, 
a 1995 finalist for both the Los 
Angeles Times Book Award and 
the National Book Award. 
 
Here is a fragment of the poem 
he wrote in celebration of 
President Obama. 
Making the News 
Let’s air out the square and 

oval rooms.   

Let’s wave at a dog frolicking 

on the lawn.  

Let’s hear children and the tap 

of rain on a tulip.    

Let’s welcome the new 

resident to our house, 
His handshake strong from 

the clasp of so many.     
 
 

 
Mary Ann Hoberman 
 

 
 
I knew I was going to be a 
writer even before I knew how 
to write! I think I was about 
four years old when I first 
understood that many of the 
stories I loved so much had 
been made up by real people, 
with real name. I decided then 
that when I grew up I would 
write stories, too, that would 
be printed in books for other 
people to read. 
 
Sometimes 
 
Sometimes I like to be 
alone 
And look up at the sky 
And think my thoughts 
inside my head— 
Just me, myself, and I. 
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 Poetry Terms 
Alliteration: When two or 
more words have the same 
beginning sound. (She sells 
seashells by the seashore.) 
Hyperbole: A deliberate 
exaggeration. (A million 
miles from home.) 
Metaphor: Making a 
comparison 
by saying one thing 
is another. (Love is a red, 
red rose.) 
Onomatopoeia: Words 
which imitate sounds 
(buzz, hiss). 
Rhyme: The same or 
similar 
sounds at the end of two 
or more words. 
Simile: Comparing two 
things using like or as. 
(Love is like a red, red 
rose.) 
Stanza: Two or more lines 
of a poems that, together, 
form a division of the 
poem. 
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Figurative Language Awards 
Bookmark  

Name: 
___________________________  
Title: 
___________________________  
List the page number and a 
brief reminder of the figurative 
language you find as you read.  

Simile  
p.  
p.  
p.  
p.  

Metaphor  
p.  
p.  
p.  
p.  

Personification  
p.  
p.  
p.  
p.  
 

Hyperbole  
p.  
p.  
p.  
p.  
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